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and pray to God to direct you to your duty; if you did that seriously, you would soon see that your child is not to blame, and that you are very much in the wrong to press her in a thing of this nature.
Bro. Nay, nay, don't say so neither; you may say I am in the wrong to be so angry, but you cannot say I am not very ill used; that I am positive in.
Sist. Let me hear yon say so when with temper and calmness you have heard the whole case; if you will not bear to hear it from your daughter herself, hear it from her sister; and be composed and impartial, and then I shall see you will be of another mind.
Bro. I can't promise you I can have so much patience with them.
Sist. Well, till you can, you can't say you are doing the duty of a father.
Here the discourse ended, and he goes home again; and the young lady, thinking she had some encouragement from this discourse to hope that he would be calmer with her, went home too in the afternoon, and took care to let her father know it, and see her in the house; however, he took little notice of her for some time.
The next morning he called his eldest daughter to him, and began another discourse with her upon the affair, thus:
Come, child, says the father, now passion is a little over, and I am disposed, however ill I am used, to bear it as well as I can ; pray give me a true account of this foolish girl, your sister, and how she has managed herself since I have been gone.
Da. What, about Mr,---------, sir ?
Fa. Ay, ay; was ever any wench so mad, to affront such a gentleman as he was I I wish he had pitched upon you, my dear.